A New Species of Peperomia from the Ryukyus 
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A new species Peperomia okinawensis Yamazaki is described from the Ryukyus (Okinawa Is. 
and Kita-daito Is.). 


Peperomia japonica Makino f. glabra Hatusima 
is described from Hedo-ishiyama in Okinawa 
Island and also reported from Kita-daito Island, 
Okinawa pref. These plants are separated by the 
glabrous stems and leaves from f. japonica . The 
leaves of these plants are opposite or 3-verticillate 
and have 3 or 5 palmate nerves. The 3 central 
nerves of them are almost same in thickness and 
impossible to distinguish a main nerve (Fig. 1, a). 
While in the plant of f. japonica the stems and 
leaves are clothed with dense puberulent hairs, the 
leaves generally 3- or 4-verticillate, sometimes 
opposite and have palmate 3 or 5 nerves. The 
central one nerve of them is slightly stouter than 
the others (Fig. 1, b). The plant of f. glabra is close 
to P. marianensis C. DC of Micronesia. The 
former differs from the latter in having leaves 
generally rounded sometimes obtuse at apex and 
spikes with remotely separated flowers. In P. 
marianensis the leaves are generally acute 
sometimes obtuse at apex and the spikes have 


moderately separated flowers. The plants of f. 
glabra should be treated as a new species. The 
specific epithet glabra cannot be used for the 
presence of earlier homonym P. glabra C. DC., 
1866. 

Peperomia okinawensis Yamazaki, sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-a, 2 and 3). 

Peperomia japonica Makino f. glabra 
Hatusima, FI. Ryukyus: 217 (1971), nom. 
seminud. 

Herba perennis. Rhizoma breviter repens 
radiculas multas emittente. Caulis erectus, teres, 
simplex vel pauce ramosus, 10-15 cm altus, 
glaber. Folia opposita vel 3-verticillata, petiolis 
5-13 mm longis, glabris, laminis orbiculato- 
obovatis, 1-3 cm longis 0.8-2.5 cm latis, apice 
rotundatis rarius obtusis, basi cuneatis, utrinque 
glabris, subaequaliter palmate 3-5-nervatis. In- 
florescentiae terminales et ad axillas foliorum 
superiorum solitariae, spicatae, pedunclis 7-10 
mm longis glabris, spicis 4-8 cm longis 1 mm 
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Fig. 1. Leaves showing the venation, a; Peperomia okinawensis. b; P. japonica. 


latis, glabris, sparse floriferis. Bracteae peltatae, 
apice orbiculatae, ca. 0.3 mm in diam., rubro- 
punctatae. Stamina 2, ca. 0.2 mm longa, filamentis 
brevibus. Ovarium ovoideum ca. 0.3 mm longum, 
apice stigmatosum. Fructus ignotus. 

Hab. Ryukyus: Okinawa Is. The peak of Hedo- 
ishiyama, 80 m alt., in shady crevice on rock (S. 
Hatusima, June 26, 1955, no. 1844, Type, TI). 
Kita-daito-jima, Okinawa pref., on shady 
calcareous rock near the sea (T. Yamazaki, Oct. 
4, 1972, no. 6525, TI). 



Fig. 2. Peperomia okinawensis. a. flower, 
x 600. b. a part of spike x70. 
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Fig. 3. Peperomia okinawensis. Type. 
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